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1.1.1 MODUL University Vienna

MODUL University Vienna conducts state-of-the-art research in new media technology, public governance and tourism management. The Department of New Media Technology has done extensive research into knowledge acquisition and the integration of semantic and geospatial technology, applied to media monitoring applications with a special emphasis on information extraction, sentiment detection, and visual analytics. The scope of CATER closely matches the department’s research agenda and the individual track records of following named investigators. 

Prof. DDr. Arno Scharl is the Vice President of MODUL University Vienna, where he also heads the Department of New Media Technology. Prior to his current appointment, he held professorships at the University of Western Australia and Graz University of Technology, was a Key Researcher at the Austrian Competence Center for Knowledge Management, and a Visiting Fellow at Curtin University of Technology and the University of California at Berkeley. Arno Scharl completed his doctoral research and habilitation at the Vienna University of Economics and Business. Additionally, he holds a PhD and MSc from the University of Vienna, Department of Sports Physiology. He has edited books on "The Geospatial Web" (www.geo​spatial​web.com) and “Environmental Online Communication” (www.ecoresearch.net/springer) in Springer’s Advanced Information and Knowledge Processing Series. His current research interests focus on the integration of semantic and geospatial Web technology, Web mining and media monitoring, virtual communities and environmental online communication (see publication list at www.ecoresearch.net/scharl).
Dr. Marta Sabou joined MODUL University Vienna as an Assistant Professor at the Department of New Media Technology in May 2010. Previously, she was a Research Fellow at the Knowledge Media Institute of the Open University. She holds a Master's Degree in Artificial Intelligence from the Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam. In 2005 she completed her PhD at the Knowledge Representation Group of the Vrije Universiteit on the topic of enhancing and (semi-)automatically learning ontologies used to specify the semantic description of Web services. In 2006, she won IEEE Intelligent System’s Ten to Watch Award. Much of her work was carried out in the context of major European research projects, such as WonderWeb, KnowledgeWeb, SWAP, NeOn, OpenKnowledge and SmartProducts. Her current research focuses on building novel applications that are capable of exploring large-scale, semantic Web content. In particular, she investigates methods for ontology selection, modularization and matching that are needed in this context. Her work has resulted in a number of publications in high-impact conferences (WWW conferences, International Semantic Web Conferences), the Journal of Web Semantics, and the IEEE Intelligent Systems journal.
Dr. Astrid Dickinger is an Assistant Professor at MODUL University Vienna’s Department of Tourism Management. Before joining MODUL University Vienna, Astrid Dickinger was an Assistant Professor at Vienna University of Economics and Business. Her dissertation on “(Un)observed Heterogeneity in Mobile Service Usage“ received the Rudolf-Sallinger Award and a research prize by the Alois-Mock-Europe Foundation. Before moving back to Vienna, Dr Dickinger was a Visiting Scholar at the University of Western Australia, Perth. Her research interests are in the areas of electronic and mobile service usage, usability studies, user-generated content and Web 2.0 technologies. 
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· Weichselbraun, A., Wohlgenannt, G. und Scharl, A. (2010). “Refining Non-Taxonomic Relation Labels with External Structured Data to Support Ontology Learning”, Data & Knowledge Engineering, 69(8): 763-778.

· Rafelsberger, W. and Scharl, A. (2009). Games with a Purpose for Social Networking Platforms. 21st ACM Conference on Hypertext and Hypermedia. Torino, Italy: ACM: 193-197.

· Hubmann-Haidvogel, A., Scharl, A. und Weichselbraun, A. (2009). “Multiple Coordinated Views for Searching and Navigating Web Content Repositories”, Information Sciences, 179(12): 1813-1821.

· Sabou, M., d'Aquin, M. and Motta, E. (2008). “Exploring the Semantic Web as Background Knowledge for Ontology Matching”, Journal of Data Semantics, 11: 156-190.

· d'Aquin, M., Motta, E., Sabou, M., Angeletou, S., Gridinoc, L., Lopez, V., and Guidi, D. (2008): “Towards a New Generation of Semantic Web Applications”, IEEE Intelligent Systems, 23(3): 20-28.

· Scharl, A., Weichselbraun, A. and Liu, W. (2007): “Tracking and Modeling Information Diffusion across Interactive Online Media”, Int’l Journal of Metadata, Semantics & Ontologies. 2(2): 136-145.

1.1.2 Scientific Partners

…

The Department of New Media Technology of MODUL University Vienna (MOD), headed by Prof. DDr. Arno Scharl, will serve as the Scientific Coordinator of the CATER project. The department develops media monitoring and business intelligence applications with a special emphasis on information retrieval and human-computer interaction. The scope of the CATER project not only matches the department’s research agenda, but also the individual track records of the named investigators. Among their key interests are the fields of Web mining and media monitoring, natural language processing, ontology engineering, and visual analytics. The practical applicability of this expertise has been shown in Web applications such as the US Election 2008 Web Monitor (www.ecoresearch.net/election2008) and the Media Watch on Climate Change (www.ecoresearch.net/climate), which gained widespread acceptance and international recognition. The Media Watch is a visual information exploration system that uses a Java EE portal platform to serve crawled Web content from news media, Fortune 1000 companies, blogs, and the Web sites of environmental NGOs. 
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